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The following ADDRESS is ſaid io have had 
great influence on opinions and ſentiments in 
the government where it was 75 M eee 
The copy was begged of a friend, that it 
might find a place in your paper. I am not 

ſure that it will pleaſe, or even be read. In 
it the rights of conſcience and religious pri- 
vileges are fo clearly fared, and whh fo 
much ingenuity and ability contended for, as 
to merit not only the Printer's notice, but the 
deliberate peruſal of every ſober man.— 
 » Truth is uniformly the ſame in all places and 
at all times, in Virginia and the Maſſachu- 
ſetts, but may not meet the ſame favourable 
reception. Reaſons that have ſwayed the 
legiſlature of a neighbouring government 

| ewould be thought to deſerve ſome confider< 

C ation, The queſtion diſcuſſed has long fmce 

| divided the world, and is ferioufly intereſt. 
ing to the Chriſtian, the Cinzen, and the Po- 
litician. Let each one for himſelf, compare 


combined force of every argument, Let him 
decide with fairneſs, and with firmneſs a- 


or the argument mconclufive, let them be ex- 
5 — them be anſwered. If they en- 
lighten, if they convince, let truth, divine 
truth prevail, and hade for its advocates, 
of every denomination, the great-and the gaadi 
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with attention, and weigh with caution, tb 


bide the reſult. If the obſervation be weak, 
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From the VIRGINIA GAZETTE. 


'To the Honourable the GENERAL AS- 
SEMBLY of the COMMONWEALTH of 
VIRGINIA. . 


A MEMORIAL and REMONSTRANCE. 
E the ſubſcribers, citizens of the (aid 


Commonwealth, having taken into 
ſerious conſideration, a bill printed by order 


of the laſt ſeſſion of the Gentral Aſſembly, 


entitled, A Bill eftabliſhing a Proviſion for 
Teachers of the Chriſtian Religion,” and 
conceiving that the ſame, if finally armed 
with the ſanctions of a law, will be a dan- 
gerous abuſe of power, are bound as faithful 
members of a free ſtate, to remonſtrate a- 
gainſt it; and to declare the reaſons by which 
we are determined, We remonſtrate againſt 
the ſaid bill, | 
BECAUSE, We hold it for a fundament- 
al and undeniable truth, That religion, or 
the duty which we owe to our Creator, and 


the manner of diſcharging it, can be directed 


only by reaſon and conviction, not by force or 
violence.“ The religion then of every man 
muſt be left to the conviction and conſcience 
of every man ; and. it 18 the cight of every 
man to exerciſe it as theſe may dictate. 
This right is in its nature an unalienable 
right. It is unalienable ; becauſe the opin- 


ions of men, depending only on the evidence 


contemplated by their own minds, cannot 
follow the dictates of other men: It is un- 


n 


Declaration of Rights, Art. XVI. 


4 
alienable alſo; beoauſe what is here a right 
towards men, is a duty towards the Creator. 
It is the duty of every man to render to the 
Creator ſuch homage, and ſuch only, as he 
believes to be acceptable to him; this duty 
is precedent, both in order of time, and in 
degree of obligation, to the claims of civil ſo- 
ciety. Before any man can be conſidered as a 
member of civil ſociety, he muſt be conſider- 
ed as a ſubject of the Governour of the U- 
niverſe: And if a member of civil ſociety, 
vrho enters into any ſubordinate aſſociation, 
muſt always do it with a reſervation of his 
duty to the general authority, much more 
mult every man who becomes a member of 
any particular civil ſociety, do it with a ſav- 
ing of his allegiance to * Univerſal Sove- 
reign. We maintain therefore, that in mat- 
ters of religion, no man's right is abridged 
by the inſtitution of civil ſociety ; and that 
religion is wholly exempt from its cogniz- 
ance. True it is, that no other rule exiſts, 
by which any queſtion which may divide, a 
C.ciety, can be ultimately determined, but 
the will of the majority ; but it is alſo true, 
that the majority may treſpaſs on the rights, 
of the minority. ME 
cauſe, If religion be exempt from the 
authority of the ſociety at large, ſtill leſs can 
it be ſubje& to that of the legiſlative body. 
The latter are but the creatures and vicege- 
rents of the former. Their juriſdiction is 
both derivative and limited. It is limited 
with regard to the co-ordinate departments; 
more neceſſarily is it limited with regard to 
the conſtituents. The preſervation of a free 
government requires, not merely that the 
metes and bounds which ſeparate each de- 


- 


partment of power be invariably maintained, 
but more eſpecfally, that neither of them be 
ſuffered to overleap the great barrier which 
defends the rights of the people. The rulers 
who are guilty of ſuch an encroachment, ex- 
ceed the commiſſion from which they derive 
their authority, and are tyrants. The peo- 
ple who ſubmit to it are governed by laws 
made neither by themſelves, nor by an au- 
thority derived from them, and are ſlaves. 

Becauſe, It is proper to take alarm at the 
firſt experiment on our liberties. We hold 
this prudent jealouſly to be the firſt duty of 
citizens, and one of the nobleſt characteriſt- 
icks of the late revolution. The freemen of 
America did not wait until uſurped power 
had ſtrengthened itſelf by exerciſe, and en- 
tangled the queſtion in precedents. They 
ſaw all the conſequences in the principle, 
and they avoided the conſequences by deny- 
ing the principle. We revere this leſſon 
too much ſoon to forget it. Who does not 
ſee that the ſame authority which can eſtab- 
liſh Chriſtianity, in excluſion of all other re- 
Lgions, may eſtabliſh, with the ſame eaſe, 
any particular ſe& of Chriſtians, in exclu- 
ſion of all other ſe&s ? That the ſame autho- 
rity which can force a citizen to contribute. 
three-pence only of his property for the ſup- 
port of any one eſtabliſhment, may force him 
to conform to any other eſtabliſhment, in all 
caſes whatſoever. | | 

Becauſe, The. bill violates that- equality 

which ought to be the baſis of every law; 
and which is more indiſpenſible, in propor- 
tion as the validity or expediency of any law, 
is more liable to be impeached. If « ajj 
men are by nature equally free and indepen. 


b 
dent, “ all men are to be conſidered as en- 
tering into ſociety on equal conditions, as 
relinquiſhing no more, and therefore retain- 
ing no leſs, one than another, of their rights. 
Above all are they to be conſidered as retain- 
ing an ** equal title to the free exerciſe of re- 
ligion, according to the dictates of con- 
N ſcience.t'” Whilſt we aſſert for ourſelves a 
| freedom to embrace, to profeſs, and to'ob- 
| ſerve the religion which we believe to be of 
/ | divine origin, we cannot deny an equal free- 
* dom to thoſe, whoſe minds have not yet 
yielded to the evidence which has convinced 
us. If this freedom be abuſed, it is an of- 
fence againſt God, not againſt man: To God 
therefore, not to men, mult an account of it 
be rendered. As the bill violates equalit 
by ſubjecting ſome to peculiar burdens, ſoit 
violates the ſame principle, by granting to 
others peculiar exemptions. . Are the Quak- 
ers and Menoniſts the only ſe&s who think 
a compulſive ſupport of their religions unne- 
ceſſary and unwarrantable? Can their piety 
alone be intruſted with the care of publick 
+ worſhip ? Ought their religions to be endow- 
ed, above all others, with extraordinary pri- 
vileges, by which proſelytes may be enticed 
from all others ? We think too favourably 
of the juſtice and good ſenſe of theſe denom- 
inations, to believe, that they either covet 
pre-eminences over their fellow-citizens, or 
that they will be ſeduced by them, from the 
common oppoſition to the meaſure. | 
| Becauſe, The bill implies, either that the 
civil magiſtrate is a competent judge of reli- 
gious truth ; or that he may employ religion. 
| * Declaration of Rights, Article JI. 
Ar ticle XVI. . | 


as an engine of civil 2 The firſt is an 
arrogant pretenſion, falſified by the contra- 
dictory opinion of rulers in all ages, and 
throughout the world: The ſecond an un- 
hallowed perverſion of the means of ſalvation. 
Becauſe, The eſtabliſnment propoſed by 
the bill is not requiſite for the ſupport of the 
Chriſtian religion. To ſay that it is, is a 
contradiction to the Chriſtian religion itſelf; 
for every page of it diſavows a dependence on 
the powers of this world : It is a contradic- 
tion to fact; for it is known that this reli- 
gion both exiſted and flouriſned, not only 
without the ſupport of human laws, but in 
ſpite of every oppoſition from them; and not 
only during the period of miraculous aid, 
but long after it had been left to its own evi- 
dence, and the ordinary care of Providence: 
Nay, it is a contradiction in terms; for a re- 
ligion not invented by human policy, muſt 
have pre- exiſted and been ſupported, before 
it was eſtabliſhed by human policy. It is 
moreover to weaken in thoſe who profeſs this 
religion, a pious confidence in its innate ex- 
cellence, and the patronage of its author; 
and to foſter in thoſe who ſtill reject it, a ſuſ- 
picion, that its friends are too conſcious. of its 
fallacies, to truſt it to its own merits. 
Becauſe, Experience witneſſeth, that eccle- 
ſiaſtical eſtabliſhments, inſtead of maintain- 
ing the purity and efficacy of religion, have 
had a contraty operation. During almoſt 
fifteen centuries, has the legal eſtabliſhment 
of Chriſtianity been on trial. What have 
been its faults ? More or leſs in all places, 
pride and indolence in the clergy ; ignorance 
and ſervility in the laity; in both, ſuperſti- 
tion, bigotry, and perſecution. Inquire ef 
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the teachers of Chriſtianity for the ages in 
which it appeared in its greateſt luſtre ; thoſe 
of every ſect point to the ages prior to its in- 
corporation with civil policy. Propoſe a re- 
ſtoration of this primitive ſtate, in which its 


teachers depended on the voluntary rewards 


of their flocks; many of them predict its 
downfal. On which fide ought their teſti- 
mony to have greateſt weight, when for, or 
when againſt their intereſt ? | 
Becauſe, The eſtabliſhment in queſtion is 


not neceſſary for the ſupport of civil govern- 


ment, If it be urged as neceſſary for the 
ſupport of civil government, only as it is a 


means of ſupporting religion; and it be not 


neceſſary for the latter purpoſe, it cannot be 
neceſſary for the former. If religion be not 
within the cognizance of civil government, 
how can its legal eſtabliſhment be ſaid to be 
neceſſary to civil government? What influ- 
ence, in fact have eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments 


had on civil ſociety ? In ſome inſtances they 


have been ſeen to erect a ſpiritual tyranny on 
the ruins of the civil authority; in many in- 
ſtances they have been ſeen upholding the 
thrones of political tyranny; in no inſtance 
have they been ſeen the guardians of the li- 
berties of the people. Rulers who wiſhed to- 
ſubvert the publick liberty, may have found 
an eſtabliſhed clergy, convenient auxiliaries. 
A juſt government, inſtituted to ſecure and 
perpetuate it, needs them not. Such a go- 
vernment will be beſt ſupported by protecting 
every citizen in the enjoyment of his religion, 
with the ſame equal hand, which protects his 
perſon, and his property; by neither invad- 
ing the equal rights of any ſect; nor ſuffer- 
ing any ſect to invade thoſe of another. 
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Becauſe, The propoſed eſtabliſhment is a 
departure from that generous policy; which, 
offering an aſylum to the perſecuted and op- 


preſſed of every nation and religion, promiſ- 


ed a luſtre to our country, and an acceſſion 
to the number of its citizens. What a melan- 
choly mark is the Bill of ſudden degeneracy ? 
Inſtead of holding forth an aſylum to the 
perſecuted, it is itſelf, a ſignal of perſecution. 
It degrades from the equal rank of citizens 
all thoſe whoſe opinions in religion do not 
bend to thoſe of the Legiſlative Authority. 
Diſtant as it may be, in its preſent form, from 
the Inquiſition, it differs from it only in de- 

ree. The one is the firſt ſtep, the other the 
aſt, in the career of intolerance. The mag- 
nanimous ſufferer under this cruel ſcourge in 
foreign regions, mult view the Bill as a bea- 
con on our coaſt, warning him to ſeek ſome 
other haven, where liberty and philanthro- 
phy, in their due extent, may offer a more 
certain repoſe from his troubles. 

Becauſe, It will have a like tendency to 
baniſh our citizens. The allurements pre- 
ſented by other ſituations are every day thin- 
ning their number. To ſuperadd a freſh 
motive to emigration, by revoking the liber- 
ty which they now enjoy, would be the ſame 
ſpecies of folly, which has diſhonoured and 
depopulated flouriſhing kingdoms, f 

Becauſe, It will deſtroy that moderation 


and harmony which the forbearance of our 


laws to intermeddle with religion, has pro- 
duced among its ſeveral ſe&s, Torrents of 
blood have been ſpilt in the old world, by 
vain attempts of the ſecular arm to extinguiſh 
religious diſcord, by proſeribing all differen- 
ces in religious opinion. Pime has at length 


revealed the“ Htedy//0 Every belax at hi. 
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10 
of narrow and rigorous policy, wherever it 
has been tried, has been found to aſſuage the 
diſeaſe. The American theatre has exhibit- 
ed proofs, that jos and complete liberty, 
if. it does not wholly eradicate it, ſufficiently 
deſtroys its malignant influence on the health 
and proſperity of the State. If, with the ſa- 
lutary effects of this ſyſtem under our own 
eyes, we begin to contract the bounds of re- 
ligious freedom, we know no name that will 
too ſeverely reproach our folly. At leaſt let 
warning be taken at the firſt fruits of the 
threatened innovation. The very appearance 
of the Bill has transformed“ that Chriſtian 
forbearance, love and charity,” which of late 
mutually prevailed, into animoſities and jea- 
louſies, which may not ſoon be appeaſed. 
What miſchiefs may not be dreaded, ſhould 
this enemy to the publick quiet, be armed 
with the force of a law ? | 

Becauſe, The policy of the Bill is adverſe 
to the difiuſion of the light of Chriſtianity. 
The firſt wiſh of thoſe who enjoy this preci- 
ons gift, ought to be that it may be imparted 
to the whole race of mankind. Compare the 
number cf thoſe who have as yet received it, 
with the number ſtill remaining under the do- 
minion of falſe religions ; and how ſmall 1s 
the former? Does the policy of the Bill tend 
to leſſen the diſproportion? No: It at once 
diſcourages thoſe, who are ſtrangers to the 
light of revelation from coming into the re- 
glon of it; and conntenances, by example, 
the nations who continue. in darkneſs, in 


ſhutting out thoſe who might convey it to 


them. Inſtead of levelling as far as poſſible, 
every obſtacle to the victorious progreſs of 
truth, the, Bill, with an ignoble and unchriſ- 
ti in timidity, would circemſcribe it, with a 


11 
wall of defence, againſt the encroachments of 
errour. | | | 

' Becauſe, Attempts to enforce by legal 
ſanctions, acts obnoxious to ſo great a pro- 
portion of citizens, tend to enervate the laws 
in general, and to ſlacken the bands of ſocie- 
ty. If it be difficult to execute any law which 
is not generally deemed neceſſary or ſalutary, 


what muſt be the caſe, where it is deemed in- 


valid and dangerous ? And what may be 
the effect of ſo ſtriking an example of impo- 


tency in the government, on its general au- 


thority ? 
Becauſe, A meaſure of ſuch ſingular mag- 


nitude and delicacy ought not to be impoſed, 


without the cleareſt evidence that it is called 
for by a majority of citizens: And no ſatis- 
factory method 1s yet propoſed, by which the 
voice of the majority in this cafe may be de- 
termined, or its influence ſecured. ** The 
people of the reſpective counties are indeed 
requeſted to ſignify their opinion reſpecting 
the adoption of the Bill to the next ſeſſion of 
Aſſembly. “ But the repreſentation muſt be 
made equal, before the voice either of the 
Repreſentatives, or of the counties, will be 
that of the people, Our hope is that neither 
of the former will, after due conſideration, 
eſpouſe the dangerous principle of the Bill, 
Should the event diſappoint us, it will fill 
leave us in — that a fair appeal 
to the latter will reverſe the ſentence againſt 
our liberties. | 

Becauſe, Finally, © The equal right of 
every citizen to the free exerciſe of his reli- 
gion according to the dictates of conſcience,” 
is held by the ſame tenure with all our other 
rights. If we recur to its origin, it is equal- 
ly the gift of nature; if we weigh its impor- 
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tance, it eannot be leſs dear to us; if we con- 
ſult the. declaration of thoſe rights which 
rtain to the good people of Virginia, as the 


aſis and foundation of government,“ it is 
+ enumerated with equal ſolemnity, or rather 


ſtudied emphaſis. Either then we muſt ſay, 
that the will of the Legiſlature is the 1 
meaſure of their authority, and that in the 
plenitude of this authority, they may ſweep 
away all our fundamental rights; or that 
they are bound to leave this particular right 


untouched and ſacred : Either we muſt ſay, 
that they may controul the freedom of the 


preſs, may aboliſh the trial by jury, may 
ſwallow up the Executive and Judiciary Pow- 
ers of the State; nay, that they may deſpoil 
us of our very right of ſuffrage, and ere& 


themſelves into an independent and hereditary 


Aſſembly ; or we muſt ſay, that they have no 
authority to enact into law the Bill under con- 
ſideration. We the Subſcribers ſay, that 
the General Aſſembly of this Commonwealth 
have no ſuch authority: And that no effort 
may be omitted on our part againſt ſo danger- 
ous an uſurpation, we oppoſe to it this re- 
monſtrance ; earneſtly praying, as we are in 
duty bound, that the Supreme Lawgiver of 
the Univerle, by illuminating thoſe to whom 


it is addreſſed, may on the one hand, turn 
their councils from every act which would 


affront his holy prerogative, or violate the 
truſt committed to them: And on the other, 
guide them into every meaſure which may be 
worthy of his bleſſing, may redound to their 
own praiſe, and may eſtabliſh more jfirml 
the liberties, the proſperity and the happineſs 
of the Commonwealth. 
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* Preamble to the Declaration of Rights. 
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5 The followin ing AR was paſſed by tie 
by General Aſſembly of Virginia after 
the preſentment of wy preceding 


Memorial and Remomſirance. 
ad From the VIRGINIA GAZETTE, | 
it An ACT for eftabliſhing RELIGIOUS 
It FREEDOM. 

's 'HEREAS Almighty God 
« hath created the mind free z 
2 that all attempts toinfluence it by tem- 
il poral puniſhments or burthens, or by 
* civil incapacitations, tend only to be- 
4 get habits of hypocriſy and meanneſs, 
a" and are a departure from the plan of 
it the Holy Author of-our religion, who, 
h being Lord both of body and mind, 
bs yet choſe not to propagate it by eoer- 
5 cions on either, as was in his Almigh- 
n ty power to do; that the impious pre- 
f umption of legiſlators and rulers ci- 
n vil, as well as eccleſiaſtical, who, be- 
4 ing themſelves but fallible and unin- 
* ſpired men, have aſſumed dominion 
, over thefaith of others, ſettingupat heir 
e own opinigns and modęs of thinking 
ir as the only true and infallible, and as 
y ſuch endeavouring to impoſe them on 
o others, hath eſtabliſhed and-maintain-. 
— ed falſe religions over the greateſt part 


ef the world, and e a time: 25 
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That to compel a man to furniſhcon- 


tributious of money for the pro- 


Ee of opinions which he diſ- 


ieves, is ſinful and tyrannical ; that 


even the forcing him to ſupport this 


or that preacher of his own religious 
perſuaſion, is depriving him of the 
comfortable liberty of giving his con- 
tributions to the particular paſtor whole 
morals he would make his pattern, 
and whoſe powers he feels inoft per- 
ſuaſive to righteouſneſs, and is with- 
drawing from the miniſtry thoſe tem- 
poral rewards, which, proceedingfrom 
an approbation of their perſonal con- 
duct, are an additional incitement to 
earneſt and unremitting labours for 
the inſtruction of mankind; that our 
civil rights have no dependence on 
our religious opinions, any more than 


our opinions in phyſick or geometry; 
that therefore the proſcribing any ei- 


tizens as unworthy the publick con- 
fidence by laying upon him an inca- 
being called to offices of 
truſt and emolument, unleſs he pro- 
feſs or renounce this or that religious 
opinion, is depriving him injuriouſly 
of thoſe privileges and advantages to 
which in common with his fellow ci- 
tizens he has a natural right ; that it 
tends only to corrupt the principles of 
that religion it is meant to encourage, 
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by bribing, with a monopoly of world- 


ly honours and emoluments, thoſe 
who. will externally profeſs and con- 
form to it ; that though indeed thoſe 
are eriminal who do not withſtand 
ſuch temptation, yet neither are thoſe 
innocent who lay the bait in their way; 
that to ſuffer the civil magiſtrate to 
intrude his powers into the field of 
opinion, and to reſtrain the profeſſion 
or propagation of principles on _ 
poſition of their ill tendency, is a dan- 
gerous fallacy, which at once deſtroys 
all religious liberty, becauſe he being 
of courſe judge of that tendency will 
makehis opinions the rule of judgment, 
and approve or condemn the ſenti- 
ments of others only as they ſhalt 


ſquare with or differ from his own”; 
that it uc etiough forthe rhe 
purpoſes of civil government for its. 


officers to interfere when principles 


break out into overt acts againſt peace 
and good order; and finally, that truth 
is great and will prevail if left to her- 
ſelf, that ſhe is the proper and fuffi- 
cient zntagoniſt to etrour, and has no 

thing td fear from the confi, unleſs 
by human interpoſition difirmed of 
her natural weapons, free argument 
and debate, erreurs ceaſing to be dan- 
gerous when it is permitted freely to 


contradict them : 


. 


. it therefore. enacted by the General 
Aſſembly, That no man ſhall be com- 
pelled to 7 or ſupport FRAY reli» 
| Bere wor 5 85 ace, or miniſter hat- 


4 Nor. enforced, reſtrain- 
ed, moleſted, or W ee | 
dy or goods, nor ſhall otherwiſe, ſuf- 
ter on. agcount-of his religious. opin- 
ions or belief; but that all men (hall 
be free to profeſs and by argument to 

aintain their opinions in matters of 

ion, and, ih the ſame ſhall in no, 
ro diminiſh, Enlargss or affect their 
vil capacities. 

And R we. well know that this 

mbly, elected by. the for 


ordinary. purpoſes of ſeqllation 
2 


y, have no power te reſtrain the 
d of ſucceeding Aſſemblies, conſti- 
ed. with; powers, equal to our owns, 
nd. that ther to declare is act 
. wohl he of no effect in 
et we are free to declare, and do 
dec, that the rights. hereby. aflert- 
640 are of 15 natural e man- 
kind, and. if an) act ſhall be heneaties 
paſſed to repealthe EE es 
I N.its, operation, fu N 
as e lag — 11 by 
lin- 127 
* Aedob Par 
rp, bon 
ibis 


ren il 
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